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Why does the environment need protecting?



Globally significant wildlife and wilderness



Safeguarding progress



Challenges on the horizon

Photo - Oceanwide



How do we protect the environment now?



Legislation

Wildlife and Protected Areas 
Ordinance (2011)

• Overarching protection

• Provision for permits, specially 
protected areas, backbone of wildlife 
code of conduct and biosecurity 



Policy

• Biosecurity Handbook

• Working closely with IAATO to help 
drive improvements in policy

• Fur & Elephant seal Guidelines, 
HOV & ROV Policy

• Whale strike mitigation

• Have a regional awareness, and 
aspire to develop policies in 
collaboration with FI & BAT



Permits
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• Required for all ‘non-tourist’ 
activities

• Monitor and mitigate 
Environmental impacts

• Outreach 



Online application portal

• Online application portal trial via 
jotform

• Searchable resource

• Standardized locations

• Key words

• Facilitate collaboration





Projects

• Long-term commitment to 
weed management

• Weed guide

• Research into seed dispersal 
and longevity

• Eradication vs management



How can we protect the environment in the 
future?



How do we stay rodent free?

• Rigorous application of pre-border 
biosecurity

• Biosecurity Dog Programme
• Reliable detection method

• £130k pa

• Platform for education





Developing best practice

• Dogs searching ships in the UK… and 
beyond!

• Refining incursion response

• Complimentary detection 
technologies (trail cameras, non-toxic 
attractants, thermal imaging)



Terrestrial Protected Areas?

• NBAP 2016-2020 commitment to TPA

• UN WCMC TPA review provided 
options to consider 

• Island wide TPA with zoning akin to 
MPA?

• Holistic look at terrestrial protection 
will form key work area for next 12 
months



How do we monitor changes?

• Increasing use of projects that utilize remote 
monitoring

• Fine tune for SGSSI environment

• Sentinel sites?



Conclusions

• South Georgia is worthy of the highest standards of environmental 
protection

• Significant progress has been made in safeguarding this

• We must work hard to protect that legacy and continue to raise 
standards



Thank you

Any questions?


